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February 26, 2009 
 
 
 
School District No. 20 (Kootenay/Columbia) 
Suite 120 - 1290 Esplanade 
Trail, BC  V1R 4T2 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
Village of Fruitvale Response to Board of Education, SD#20: “Planning for the Future” 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to respond to your Planning for the Future. We also 
thank you for providing us with the figures we had requested at the meeting in October. 
We have some difficulty responding intelligently to your document when so much is 
dependent on detailed facts and figures which cannot be provided in this brief overview 
but we offer our best effort to indicate our interests and concerns.  
 
We continue to expect and rely on the Board of Education to make considered decisions 
for district-wide education based on knowledge, and to convey the rationale for these 
decisions in public documents and messaging.  
 
It does create concern in other areas of the District when comments related to a 
community “making their wishes clear” are offered in any discussion of proposals. Board 
of Education decisions should not be – nor should they appear to be – unduly influenced 
by emotion or by public rhetoric. And we remind you again that our community is 
passionate, albeit sometimes perhaps too quietly, and concerned that the education you 
provide is the best it can be. 
 
We therefore offer the recommendations for your consideration:  
 
1. Rossland Schools: Create a K-12 Rossland School and Close MacLean Elementary 
 
It appears that space exists for this change to be made now, and we recommend that it be 
set in motion. Some upgrading of the facility would be necessary, with the emphasis on 
renovations to the building to accommodate the needs of elementary students. Whatever 
the decision related to RSS, we depend on the Board of Education to continue to monitor 
costs and ensure that there is some reasonable equity in the assignment of staff. 
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In a related issue: We seriously doubt, in this economic climate, that government funding 
would be supported for the addition of classrooms to JLC, and the 5-year enrolment 
projections do not seem to indicate a good business case for that change to be made. 
 
2. Castlegar: Reconfigure SHSS and close one Elementary School 
 
We support the proposal to reconfigure SHSS to Grades 6-12, and to close and sell an 
Elementary School (likely Castlegar Primary). We understand that having all these 
students under the SHSS roof could mean that a language rich program could be 
maintained for the students who desire both Russian and French, which has proved to be 
in demand in the Castlegar area.  
 
3. Alternate Education Consolidation 
 
Whilst this consolidation may seem appealing, we recognize the importance of 
convenience, particularly for At Risk students, to enable them to access programs suitable 
to their needs at a site which they are likely to find acceptable. This is one area of 
education funding where cost/benefit analysis must take into account long-term 
advantage and consequence to the tax-payer, as well as short-term apparent savings.  
 
4. Reduce and Eliminate Portables 
 
Wherever – and as soon as – classes can be accommodated within school buildings, 
portables should be closed. The additional space created for programs is a luxury which 
cannot be justified as an education expense. All unused portables should be disconnected 
and removed from School District properties.  
 
5. Operations and Maintenance 
 
We would encourage some consolidation of storage, particularly related to the use of 
Sunningdale School and the Warfield Satellite Shop. We question the proposal to move 
to a central site that appears to put almost everyone on the road. 
 
We believe considerable weight should be given to the two identified Cons: 
 

1. It’s a compromise of travel, everyone will travel some in the business of serving 
schools; and 

2. It’s a compromise of location as it would not be near any city services.” 
 
Communication and team-building are important elements for any staff and must be 
addressed. We believe, however, that the general inconvenience for staff of the proposed 
“central” site would likely offset any gain in this area. Whilst there may be some savings 
in overhead, we believe those savings would be more than offset by the additional travel 
for almost everyone, and the general inconvenience of distance from other services.   
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6. Sunningdale School, Blueberry Creek School and the Annex 
 
We encourage the Board to find accommodation within an active school or TMS for the 
Heritage Society, and to close and sell Sunningdale School. We would also recommend 
relocating programs from Blueberry School and the Annex as soon as space is available, 
and closing and selling Blueberry Creek School.  
 
7. TMS: Board Office 
 
The TMS site is one which we feel strongly should be retained by the Board, provided it 
can be put to good and full use. We support the idea of moving the Board Office to TMS, 
as soon as it is financially responsible to do so, particularly if a sub-lease can be arranged.  
To help leave the pain of history behind, perhaps the Board would consider re-naming the 
facility to “East Trail Education Centre” or similar. 
 
8. Joint Use Discussions and Expanded Board Mandate 
 
We invite the Board to set up a Village of Fruitvale - Board of Education Committee to 
explore possible shared site and program opportunities between the Village and Fruitvale 
Elementary School. Ideas might include: temporary museum site, environmental studies 
site for school and community, literacy centre, or any other idea which may arise in 
discussion.   
 
Once again, we would like to thank you for allowing us the opportunity to voice our 
suggestions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed 
 
Libby Nelson 
Mayor 
 
LN/kh 
 


